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DECEMBER 27, 2015
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

GOD’S GIFT FOR GIVING

The Collection for December 20th & Christmas
will be in the January 3rd bulletin.

SUNDAY, December 27th - Feast of the Holy Family
7:30 A.M. Mike & Richard Mead
Janice Kay
Robert, Steven & Patty Thompson
9:30 A.M. Michael D’Ambola
Thomas & Veronica Bolcar
and their sons - Bill, Joe and Paul
11:00 A.M. Sheila Konieczka
Mike D’Ambola
Special Intention for Anne Naused
Gancarick, Wolf & Lundy Families
MONDAY, December 28th - The Holy Innocents
9:00 A.M. Anthony Albano
Ronald Butchko
TUESDAY, December 29th - St. Thomas Becket
9:00 A.M. Betty DeFilippis
WEDNESDAY, December 30th 5:30 P.M. Deborah Hopkins
Catherine Boyle
THURSDAY, December 31st - No Morning Mass
THURSDAY, December 31st - Vigil Solemnity of Mary
5:30 P.M. Phyllis & Thomas Ryan
FRIDAY, January 1st - The Solemnity of Mary
11:00 A.M. People of the Parish
SATURDAY, January 2nd - St. Basil the Great and
St. Gregory Nazianzen
9:00 A.M. Catherine & Martin Mc Donnell
SATURDAY, January 2nd - Vigil Feast of the Epiphany
5:30 P.M. People of the Parish
SUNDAY, January 3rd - Feast of the Epiphany
7:30 A.M. Angela Cianci
9:30 A.M. Eileen Smith-Stanton
11:00 A.M. Barbara Cummings
Deborah Hopkins

We often hear people say, “Oh, you’re just like
your mother [or your father].” We learn (often
subconsciously) our behavior patterns and
values within a family. Our identity within our
own families is passed on through memory,
often revealed in the stories we tell. Our identity is also (and
even especially) passed on through our behavior - our memories
made flesh. As son, Jesus was learning from Mary and Joseph;
but he was also listening to a deeper voice. This gospel story
shows us two sources for learning behaviors and values. Jesus
dwelt in his “Father’s house” as well as in the house of Joseph
and Mary in Nazareth. We gather around the word in our
“Father’s house” to refresh our memories of Jesus’ behavior that
speak to our experience and challenge us to growth in goodness
and gospel values.
Love and Prayers...Fr. Sean
SOLEMNITY OF MARY
The Mass Schedule for the Feast of the
Solemnity of Mary, a holy day of obligation,
will be: Vigil - Thurs 12/31 at 5:30 PM and
Wed 11AM both in Church. (Just a reminder there will not be a
9AM Mass on Thurs 12/31)

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
The Rectory will be open on Mon - Wed 12/28 12/30 9AM-3PM The Rectory will be closed on
12/31 & 1/1.. Regular hours will resume on Monday
Jan 4th from 9AM - 3PM. Thank you.

CATHOLICS FOR PEACE
Are you concerned about a family member of
friend experiencing abuse? No one deserves to
be abused. This is not just the law in America.
This is the teaching of the Catholic Church. Call the National
Domestic Violence Hotline 800-799-7233 24 hrs., toll free or go
to www.ndvh.org. You can also learn more about how the
Church cares at: www.CatholicsFor Family Peace.org.

IN MEMORY
The Sanctuary Lamp in the Church this week will
burn in loving memory of
Mary & Michael Brosonski
and Richard & Margaret Larkin
at the request of their family

Thursday

1/02/13

New Year’s Eve
No Morning Mass
Rectory Closed
5:30 Vigil in Church
Solemnity of Mary

Friday

1/01/13

New Year’s Day
The Solemnity of Mary
11 AM Only in Church
Rectory
Closed

For everything there is a Reason and a Time
for Every Purpose under Heaven
...A Time to Heal...
Pray for the sick
Giuseppa Casarrubea, Pat Fusco, Ann Y., Connor Davey,
Addie Cinquino, Connie Delio, Rita Tironi, Carol, Bob Bark,
Marian Marfan, Angela Cassano, Allen Lebo, Dominic Guida,
Daniel Matakitis, Larry C, Carolyn Mangravite, Susan Nicoll,
Giovanna Cinquino, John Jaczyinski, Jacqueline Gorman,
Shane Hakes, Mike McLaughlin, Bill Van Hall, Luis Ripa,
Ralph LeFevere, Pat Conforti, Madeline Guido, Agnes Ryan,
Jackie Olsen, Robert DelPurgatorio, Michael, Fr. Charlie,
Charles Realmonte, Linda Ann Celeste, Roger, Lucille Cocca,
John Strumolo Sr., John Stolfi, Cara Coughlin, Kip Dangler,
Joyce Ann Michaelson, Shirley Smiecinski, Stephen Donnelly,
Ronnie Noll, Tom Tomat Emma Carothers, Bob Roberts,
Colton Ford Petronaci, Mark Herkert, Gary Y, Joseph Mascia,
Patrick J. Asay, Jr, Lisa Compas, James Giannetti,
William Bulman, Fr. William, Kevin Mulligan, Russell Cassella,
Michael Smith, Randy Olsen, Arlene Gentile, Marylou Perrini,
Michelle White, Patsy Manna, Bob Peters, James Rutkowski,
Felisa Manlapig,Chris Surrago, Richard Virgil, Audrey Sherry
June Surrano, Paul Comerford, Lorraine Azzinnaro, Angela,
Bob Bartholomew, Neal Spickert-Fulton, Generoso Giesullo,
Angel Lamontagne, Assunta Less, Anita & Armando Geroldi,
Antoinette Gleave, Wagner Estivalletti, Dominic Albano,
Lee Campbell, Christine McGarry, Angelina Martin,
Mackenzie Cunnigham, Arlene Gentile, Theresa Pentz,
Pat Rue-an, John Cordova & Jean Marie Petrino

...A Time to Die...
Pray for the dead
Please pray for those buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery
and for those who have died

...A Time for Peace...
Pray for peace and our enemies in our world,
in our homeland, and in our Church

AN INVITATION TO INQUIRE
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) will
be beginning soon here at OLM. If you or someone
you know is considering becoming Catholic, would
like to become Catholic or would like to complete their initiation
through the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation and/or
Eucharist, please contact our Pastoral Associate, Lisa at
olmlitminwhip@aol.com or 973-887-0767. Anyone, 16 or older,
is welcome and encouraged to participate.

CALENDAR RAFFLE NEWS
Calendar winners for 12/20 - 12/31 will be listed
in the Jan 3rd bulletin.

Saturday

1/02/13

CYO Parish Ctr.

Sunday

1/03/13

Feast of the Epiphany
Religious Formation
CYO Parish Ctr.

LITURGY CORNER
These days when everyone is thinking
about New Year’s resolutions, I offer you
this paraphrase of the prayer of St.
Francis, that in our Parish Family here at
OLM, we might grow as the instruments of the Lord’s
presence: Lord, make our parish the instrument of our
presence. Help us to depend not on collections and
committees, but on a lively faith. Keep us open to build
bridges between people, and not isolate into factions.
Guide us to find words that encourage and affirm, rather
than criticize or belittle. Give us the sensitivity to listen to
the needs and hurts of others, and not to react with
cynicism or selfishness. For we believe that it is ours to
build community where there is isolation. To proclaim
Gospel wholeness where there is brokenness and to
replace the shallow promises made by our world, with the
promise and the presence of the Jesus Christ our Lord.
May you and your family have a happy, healthy and
blessed New Year! Lisa
FAITH AT HOME
On this, the Feast of the Holy Family, I share
with you this Family Prayer:
Lord of ages past and to come, bless our home.
Help us to see You present in each other and in all
who enter through our door. As we prepare to celebrate a new
year, hold our family in your hand. Be with us as we enter and
leave this home each day. Go with us. Guide us toward the
work of freedom. Let us reflect Your Light to all we meet, in all
we do. Help us to forgive each other, to affirm and nurture each
other, to celebrate our life together. Make us good stewards of
all you have endowed us with: our health, our love for each
other, and our earthly goods. As we prepare to celebrate this
new year, give us the faith to be Your servants in this life and
the hope to spend eternity with You. Amen. Christmas time is
a time of giving, a time of tradition, a time of
reconnecting. The celebrations with family have a way of
lighting again the hopes and dreams that may have
grown dim. Let us kindle again the light that is Jesus.
For it is only together that we can become the faith family
of God. May your Christmas Season continue to be a
time of love and joy for you and your family. Enjoy
your week and Happy New Year!
Lisa

2016 CALENDARS
The 2016 Calendars are available at the doors of
the church. Please help yourselves.

OLM ACADEMY UPCOMING EVENTS

OLMA will celebrate Catholic Schools Week
beginning on Sun 1/31 at the 11 AM Mass. There
will also be a Scholastic Book Fair and a Pancake
Breakfast. All are welcome and invited to attend.
UPCOMING EVENTS AT OLM
Caring & Sharing “Valentine Dinner Raffle” weekend of
Feb 2nd & 9th. OLM’s 3rd “Annual “Mardi Gras Beefsteak”
on Sat 3/1 immediately following the 5:30PM Liturgy in the
Parish Ctr. Please mark your calendars.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
Religious Formation Sessions will resume
on Sun 1/3 and Tues 1/5. For more info
please call the RF Office at: 973-887-0767.

ANNUAL MEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
Beginning on Fri eve 1/15 through Sun 1/17,
please join men from our parish family for a
retreat at Loyola Retreat House in
Morristown. It will offer you a time to relax,
reflect and get a fresh start for the new year.
It is also a time to pray, reawaken and grow in our faith.
The weekend includes preached reflections for prayer,
optional private consultations with the Jesuits, celebration
of Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Healing, and
you may also pray the Stations of the Cross either
inside/outside, and so much more!. It is truly a wonderful
experience and the cost is a free will offering of your
choice. For more info, please contact John Hendricks at
973-386-0291 or Brian O’Toole at 973-884-1510.

MARION HOME
PILGRIMAGE PROGRAM
Have you signed up yet for our Marion Home
Pilgrimage Program? We began our program
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 3
years ago and we will still be continuing it. What
better way to celebrate the New Year than be journeying
through it with our Blessed Mother. There is a sign up
sheet on the bulletin board at the back of Church. We
encourage and invite each family to sign up for a week to
bring Our Blessed Mother into your home. You will pick up
Mary after the 11AM Mass and return her the following
week before the 5:30 PM Mass. During the week that Mary
spends with in your home, take the time to deepen your
relationship with Jesus through his Blessed Mother. Pray
the rosary together as a family, place a prayer request in
the prayer journal and be drawn closer to our Lord and his
Blessed Mother. Keep a rosary, scapular and pamphlet so
that you can continue your journey with Mary, especially
as we celebrate this Jubilee Year of Mercy.

MEN'S CORNERSTONE XVI:
"SEND DOWN THE FIRE"
Notre Dame will hold their annua Men's
Cornerstone XVI, beginning on Fri eve 1/29 at
6:30 pm & ending on Sat, 1/30 at 7:30 with a
Closing Mass. Cornerstone is a unique retreat
designed to provide participants an opportunity
to revitalize and deepen their spiritual lives. The retreat
lasts approximately 26 hours, All participants are provided
sleeping accommodations at the parish, which helps
ensure the spiritual continuity of the experience for
everyone involved. Register online at www.ndcarmel.com.
Registration donation: $50.

JUBILEE- YEAR OF MERCY
"It is time to return to the basics and to bear the
weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and
sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us to
new life and instills in us the courage to look to the
future with hope.
" Pope Francis has asked every parish to
celebrate this year as a “Jubilee of Mercy” that
officially began on 12/8 and will end on 11-20-16.
Works of Mercy: Our Guide Footsteps on the Path
Each of us has the opportunity to actively engage in works of
mercy during this special year. In fact, most of us are probably
performing works of mercy every day without being able to
name them! May these guide footsteps help us experience a
more fruitful and meaningful journey of mercy in our own lives
and in the life of our parish family.
Corporal Works of Mercy - The Corporal Works of Mercy are
these kind acts by which we help our neighbors with their
material and physical needs. Feed the hungry - Give drink to the
thirsty - Clothe the naked - Shelter the homeless - Visit the sick Visit the imprisoned - Bury the dead
Spiritual Works of Mercy The Spiritual Works of Mercy are
acts of compassion, as listed below, by which we help our
neighbors with their emotional and spiritual needs. Counsel the
doubtful - Instruct the ignorant - Admonish sinners - Comfort the
afflicted - Forgive offenses - Bear wrongs patiently - Pray for the
living and the dead.
How will YOU celebrate this Jubilee Year of Mercy?

ROSES FOR LIFE

On January 23d and 24th The Elizabeth
Ann Seton Council Knights of Columbus
will be having their annual Roses for Life
Drive at all the masses of Our Lady of Mercy Church. This drive
will be helping support the programs at Birth Haven of Newton
and Several Sources Shelters, two organizations that provide
transitional housing and all appropriate support services
including medical for young pregnant woman. These young
distressed pregnant mothers are made to feel wanted and loved
and are supported in a loving caring environment. These young
women often have nowhere else to turn to and these two
organizations provide the help and emotional support needed.
The little Rose appliqué we hand out symbolizes our support for
Life in all of its stages and our carrying out of Jesus’ admonition
to “take care of the little ones”. So as you leave church on those
days please help support the Knights of Columbus in this very
worthy cause and may God Bless you for all of your prayers and
generosity. Please make any checks payable to K of C #6904.
Yours in Christ, Elizabeth Ann Seton Council Knights of
Columbus #6904

ST. PAUL INSIDE THE WALLS
Being Single, Being Faithful (35+) Whether
single by choice or by circumstance, we must live
every “single” day to the fullest. We can find
fulfillment in Christ and his Church by embracing the
opportunities in the Church for spiritual growth, meaningful
service, and a sense of community. Saturday, January 9 from
10:00 a.m.-noon. Young Adult Mass with Bishop Serratelli:
Young adults (Ages 29-39) are invited to join us for this annual
diocesan-wide Young Adult Mass at 5:30PM, followed by a
social with drinks and light food until 8:30PM. It is a great
opportunity for all young adults in our Diocese to come together
for faith and fellowship. Reasons to Believe: Why the
Catholic Faith Makes Sense: Come here what Catholics
believe, why Catholics believe it and how it makes sense in
today’s world. Presented by Fr. Derek Andreson on Sat Jan 16
10AM - 12 Noon. Catholicism from Scratch: Adam’s Apple
(Humanity, Sin and Grace) A course in basic Catholicism for
those who need a brush-up, those who missed it the first time
around or those who never heard it before. Presented by Fr.
Paul Manning on Jan 23 10AM - 12 Noon. For more info contact
Pat Terranella 973-437-9741 or go directly to the website
www.insidethewalls.org

