OLM ACADEMY UPCOMING EVENTS
OLMA’s Annual Christmas Concert will be 12/17 (snow date
12/18). All are invited to join us. For more info, contact the OLMA
office 973-887-2611.

OLM UPCOMING EVENTS
Advent Penance Service will be held on Mon 12/21 at 7PM in
the Church. During this “Year of Mercy”, please take the
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
Our Religious Formation sessions will
resume on Sun 1/3 and Tues 1/5. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact the RF
Office 973-887-0767.

CALENDAR RAFFLE NEWS
Calendar raffle winners for Dec 5th- Dec 12th 2015
Sunday
Rosemary Mihalko
$100
Monday
Linda Larkin
$ 50
Tuesday
Pat LaBracio
$ 50
Wednesday
Cathy Grill
$ 50
Thursday
Tom Murphy
$ 50
Friday
Hank White
$ 50
Saturday
Mary Marino
$ 50
Congratulations to the winners. Remember, you must be
in it to win it! Tickets are drawn after the 9:30 AM Liturgy
on Sunday Mornings in the Academy Foyer.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
We will have a Children’s Christmas Choir
that will sing at the 4PM Mass on Christmas
Eve. Practice will be on Tues Dec 15th from 45PM. It is open for anyone in grades 3-8th. F

4PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
We are looking for children to help with our
traditional presentation of the Nativity Story.
We need animals, shepherds, angels the 3
Wise Men, Joseph and Mary. If your child is
interested or you have any questions, please contact Lisa
For more info regarding the Children’s Choir or our 4PM
Children’s Liturgy for Christmas Eve please contact Lisa at
olmlitminwhip@aol.com

ANNUAL MEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
Beginning on Fri eve 1/15 through Sun 1/17,
please join men from our parish family for a
retreat at Loyola Retreat House in
Morristown. It will offer you a time to relax,
reflect and get a fresh start for the new year. It is also a
time to pray, reawaken and grow in our faith. The
weekend includes preached reflections for prayer, optional
private consultations with the Jesuits, celebration of Mass,
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Healing, and you may
also pray the Stations of the Cross either inside/outside,
and so much more!. It is truly a wonderful experience and
the cost is a free will offering of your choice. For more info,
please contact John Hendricks at 973-386-0291 or Brian
O’Toole at 973-884-1510.

WORLD RENOWNED
IRISH TENOR
RONAN TYNAN CONCERT
On Saturday, December 19, world
renowned Irish Tenor Ronan Tynan will
perform at St. Catherine of Siena, in
Mountain Lakes. This is a rare opportunity to hear one of the
great voices of our time perform in a small, intimate venue. The
concert will begin at 8:00 pm, followed by a light reception
and opportunity to meet Mr. Tynan. Seats are assigned, and
range from $70-110. Tickets are limited and must be paid in full
at time of purchase. To purchase, contact Whitney Dubose at
queendubose@aol.com, 973-586-2777.

HOLY HEALTH NEWS
How To Make Your Healthy Holiday Wishes Come
True 1. Stay active - an early workout, walk or run
rarely interferes with late time celebrating and
gives you energy for the entire day. 2. Eat
healthfully - homemade soup, salad, fruits and veggies can fill
one up when eggnog and cookies are around. Everything in
moderation is the key here so that we are not laden with 10
extra pounds by the New Year. 3. Drink more water - it
combats fatigue and flushes out whatever excesses you have
indulged in. 4. Take time to relax - stress can take over. Enjoy
the quieter moments; relaxing in the glow of the fireplace or of
the Christmas tree or taking a walk around the neighborhood to
see the decorations. 5. Get some sleep - try not to stay up late
shopping, baking or wrapping. If one loses sleep you might get
run down or sick. The OLM Health Ministry wishes you and
yours a blessed, joyous and HEALTHY Christmas and New
Year!

EXPECTANT PARENTS
SPECIAL BLESSING
During this season of expectation and grace, we
wait with great joy the birth of our Lord Jesus. Next
Sunday, Dec 20th we invite all expectant parents to
experience God’s loving presence through the prayers and
support of our parish family. We encourage all parishioners to
invite any expectant parents they know to come and
experience this special blessing.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
We are accepting donations for Christmas
flowers again this year. The flowers will be
used to decorate the Church and Chapel. If you
would like to give a donation for this purpose,
either fill out the envelope in your Christmas
packet or fill out the form below and return it with your donation
either in the collection basket or to the rectory by December
23rd. (please print clearly)
Donated by: ________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
In Memory of:_______________________________________
__________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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12/18/15

OLMA’s
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Concert
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12/19/15

CYO 9AM - 9PM
Blood Pressures
Loaves and Fishes

For everything there is a Reason and a Time
for Every Purpose under Heaven
...A Time to Heal...
Pray for the sick
Raven Dill, Giuseppa Casarrubea, Pat Fusco, Ann Y., Connor
Davey, Addie Cinquino, Connie Delio, Rita Tironi, Carol,
Marian Marfan, Angela Cassano, Bob Bark, Allen Lebo,
Daniel Matakitis, Larry C,Carolyn Mangravite, Giovanna
Cinquino, Dominic Guida, Florence Albanese, John Jaczyinski,
Jacqueline Gorman, Shane Hakes, Mike McLaughlin,
Bill Van Hall, Luis Ripa, Ralph LeFevere, Pat Conforti,
Madeline Guido, Agnes Ryan, Robert DelPurgatorio, Michael,
Fr. Charlie,Charles Realmonte, Linda Ann Celeste, Roger,
Lucille Cocca, John Strumolo Sr., John Stolfi, Cara Coughlin,
Joyce Ann Michaelson, Shirley Smiecinski, Stephen Donnelly,
Ronnie Noll, Emma Carothers, Colton Ford Petronaci,
Bob Roberts, Mark Herkert, Gary Y, Patrick J. Asay, Jr.,
Joseph Mascia, Kip Dangler, Lisa Compas, Tom Tomat,
James Giannetti, William Bulman, Fr. William, Kevin Mulligan,
Russell Cassella, Michael Smith, Randy Olsen, Arlene Gentile,
Marylou Perrini, Michelle White, Patsy Manna, Bob Peters,
James Rutkowski, Felisa Manlapig,Chris Surrago, Angela,
Richard Virgil, June Surrano, Paul Comerford, Jackie Olsen,
Lorraine Azzinnaro, Bob Bartholomew, Neal Spickert-Fulton,
Eleanor Shenuski, Generoso Giesullo, Angel Lamontagne,
Assunta Less, Anita & Armando Geroldi, Antoinette Gleave,
Audrey Sherry, Wagner Estivalletti, Dominic Albano,
Lee Campbell, Christine McGarry, Angelina Martin,
Mackenzie Cunnigham, Arlene Gentile, Theresa Pentz,
Pat Rue-an, John Cordova & Jean Marie Petrino

...A Time to Die...
Pray for the dead
Please pray for those buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery
and for those who have died

..A Time for Peace...
Pray for peace and our enemies in our world,
in our homeland, and in our Church

LITURGY CORNER
The Church reminds us today to be joyful as we
celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, “Gaudete
Sunday”. More than two hundred years ago,
Isaac Watts wrote, “Joy to the world, the Lord is
come!” Do you ever wonder if that is really true? Is there joy
in the world because Jesus was born? Yes! There is joy and
happiness, celebration and song, excitement and honest to
goodness merriment. There is hardly a nook or cranny, hardly

Sunday

12/20/15

4th Sunday of Advent
Loaves & Fishes
Blood Pressures

a country on the entire earth that doesn’t have at least some
Christian people who join in celebrating Jesus’ birth. Almost as
though the Liturgy can’t wait to celebrate the presence of the
Savior, the Word of God tells us today: “Rejoice always”. Yet
though it seems rather curious, most of us do have to be
reminded to be joyful! Or, we need reminding about all the
reasons we have to be joyful. Christian joy is our response to
the Good News. It is possible to be joyful in the midst of the
Christmas hassle; it is possible to be serenely joyful despite
unfulfilled plans, unaccomplished “to-do” lists, limited budgets,
Christmas tree lights that don’t light and sore feet. Somehow,
all these things become changed when viewed through those
rose-colored glasses of God’s love. It is God’s will that we be
joyful! As we enter into this second half of the Advent Season,
I leave you with some questions to consider: Why should I be
joyful? What is the difference between “having a good time” and
being joyful? What does “Laughter is holy!” mean to me? When do I
experience joy? When have I experienced joy despite pain or
disappointment? Whom do I know who is a truly joyful person? What
makes him/her joyful? What is the relationship between joy and faith?

May God’s blessings be with you this third week of Advent.
“Rejoice, for the Lord is near!” Lisa

FAITH AT HOME
The theme of the season of Advent is sometimes
described as a period of waiting for the birth of
Jesus. However, today's Gospel reading suggests
something different. John the Baptist did not tell the crowds to
wait for the Messiah. He told them to prepare for the Messiah
through acts of repentance. If Advent is a time of waiting, it is
not the sitting in the doctor's office kind of waiting. It is a busy
time of preparation, more like the waiting we might do when
preparing for dinner guests. Our challenge is to not make this
season a frenzied time, but rather a time of joyful anticipation
and making ready for God who comes to dwell among us and
changes our lives with the gift of salvation. As you gather as a
family, talk about the preparations your family is making
during the season of Advent. Reflect together on these
activities, not only on what you are doing but why you are
choosing to do these things. Read together today's Gospel, Luke
3:10-18. Consider how Advent is a time for making ourselves
ready to receive Jesus in our lives. Could your family make
some changes in your Advent activities so that each person is
well prepared to celebrate the gift of salvation at Christmas?
Conclude in prayer together that your family will be able to live
the spirit of Advent. Sing together an Advent song, such as “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel” or pray together today's second reading, Philippians 4:4-7,
as you light the third candle on your Advent wreath.

Enjoy your week! Lisa

Sunday

12/13/15

Monday

12/14/15

3rd Sunday of Advent
Religious Formation
Coffee And...
Santa Visits OLM at the
9:30 & 11:00 AM Mass

DECEMBER 13, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Tuesday

12/15/15

Children’s Choir 4PM

MONDAY, December 14th - St. John of the Cross
9:00 A.M. People of the Parish
TUESDAY, December 15th9:00 A.M. Richard Zetterlund
Anna Russin (66th Ann)
Donohue & Armbruster Families
WEDNESDAY, Dec 16th9:00 A.M. Frank Payack, Jr.
THURSDAY, December 17th 9:00 A.M. Mary Nugent
Asha Perera
FRIDAY, December 18th 9:00 A.M. Chester Ziolkowski
Veronica & Thomas J. Bolcar
SATURDAY, December 19th 9:00 A.M. Mary Jane Butchko
SATURDAY, Dec 19th - Vigil Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:30 P.M. Terry Garruto (2nd Ann)
Cindy White
Frances & Joseph Minardi Joseph Yunker
Maureen O’Connor
Gennaro & Mary D’Ambrosio
SUNDAY, December 20th - Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 A.M. George E. Butchko
Carol Miller
Leila & Harry Sago
Anthony Tozzi
Matt & Harry Davenport
9:30 A.M. Joan Drury (11th Ann)
Arnold George
Frank Cocca (22nd Ann)
Eleanor Glackin
11:00 A.M. Joseph Yunker
Vera & Clarence Ephron
Catherine & Henry Noll

12/16/15

Adult Choir 7PM

GOD’S GIFT FOR GIVING
December 6th
Last Year
Second Collection
Immaculate Conception

SUNDAY, December 13th - Third Sunday of Advent
7:30 A.M. Ann Coghlan (65th Ann)
Mike & Richard Mead
William Hanrahan
9:30 A.M. Joseph M. Peterson
Carol Miller
Mike D’Ambola
Veronica & Walter Mugavin
11:00 A.M. Salvatore John Giacchi
Harry Wyatt, Sr.
Mary & Joseph Braviak

Wednesday

$ 7, 131. 26
$ 7, 504. 00
$ 2, 503. 00
$ 1, 002. 00

JUBILEE - YEAR OF MERCY
Pope Francis has asked every parish to pray the
following prayer each week at every mass, beginning
this weekend and ending on the Feast of Christ the
King 11-20-16. Next weekend there will be copies of
this prayer at the doors of the church.You can pray it together
as a family, maybe just before going to bed. Throughout this
“Year of Mercy”, there will be suggestions/ideas on how you
and your family, can truly celebrate together with our parish
family of OLM, Jubilee-Year of Mercy. (the above picture is the
official logo, so if you see something in our bulletin with this
picture, you know it has to do with “Jubilee-Year of Mercy”)
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the
heavenly Father, and have told us that whoever sees you sees
Him. Show us your face and we will be saved. Your loving
gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by
money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness
only in created things; made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. Let us hear, as if
addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the
Samaritan woman: "If you knew the gift of God!" You are the
visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests
his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church
be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in
weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those
in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel
sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. Send your Spirit and
consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the
Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good
news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. We ask this of you,
Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy;
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for
ever and ever. Amen.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK FOR ADVENT
The Joy of Kindness
Reading I Zephaniah 3:14–18a (promise of a Savior)
Reading II Philippians 4:4–7 (joy and peace)
Gospel Luke 3:10–18 (John calls the people to justice)

Key Passage “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.”
Adult: To whom have your past acts of mercy and forgiveness
brought joy? What act of compassion could you do this week?
Youth: What is it like for you to receive compassion and
forgiveness from someone? How can you be compassionate
toward someone this week?

